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About the Conference Organisers

Makerere University: Established in 1922 as a humble technical school, Makerere
University is one of the oldest and most prestigious Universities in Africa.  The College soon
began offering various other courses in Medical Care, Agriculture and Veterinary. It expanded
over the years to become a Center for Higher Education in East Africa in 1935. In 1937, the
College started developing into an institution of higher education, offering post-school
certificate courses. In 1949, it became a University College affiliated to the University
College of London. Subsequently, in 1963 it became the University of East Africa, offering
courses leading to general degrees of the University of London. On July 1, 1970, Makerere
became an independent national university of the Republic of Uganda, offering undergraduate
and postgraduate courses leading to its own awards. Today Makerere University has one
college and twenty-one faculties/institutes/schools offering not only day but also evening
and external study programmes to a student body of about 35,000 undergraduates and 2,000
postgraduates (both Ugandan and foreign). It is also a very active centre for research, and
currently ranks among the top 15 Universities in Africa.The main campus is located on
Makerere hill, 5 km North of Kampala City.

RUFORUM: The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture
(RUFORUM) is an umbrella organization of 25 universities based in 15 countries in Eastern,
Central and Southern Africa.  It serves to promote integration of university research, training
and outreach into Africa’s development agenda.  This task is addressed not only through
better trained graduates entering the rural development work force, but also by conducting
more relevant and development-oriented research that is directly linked to participatory
outreach programmes.
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Foreword

The Conference on Building Capacity for Food Security in Africa was jointly organized
by Makerere University, National Agricultural Advisory Services, National Agricultural
Research Organisation and the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in
Agriculture (RUFORUM).  A diversity of papers were presented that addressed development
challenges in Africa and Research and Development efforts being undertaken in different
parts of the continent.  Case studies from outside Africa were also presented.  The papers,
published as part of RUFORUM Working Document Series No. 5 are available in two parts
(Part 1 and Part 2) and have been posted online at www.ruforum.org and www.mak.ac.ug
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