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The potential of school gardening to mitigate short-term hunger and its effects on
schooling in universal primary schools in eastern Uganda
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The overall objective is to establish the perceived effects of short-term hunger on
schooling in UPE schools and evaluate the potential of school gardening as a feasible
and affordable option for dealing with the challenge.
The Government of Uganda implemented the Universal Primary Education (UPE), one of
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 1997 as a foundation for improved social
wellbeing of the majority of the population especially the poor. The Government meets the
tuition and essential scholastic materials while parents are left to while parents are left to
cover the cost of uniforms and feeding. But the cost of feeding became prohibitive to
enrollment and has been scrapped. In view of societal food shortages especially in
Eastern Uganda, it is unlikely that the poor parents can provide food for their children at
school. School gardening is a potential solution for sustainable food provision in rural UPE
schools but this has not been explored. The purpose of this study is to establish the
effects of short-term hunger on schooling in UPE schools and through an action-oriented
research demonstrate the potential of school gardening in providing food to the schools in
Eastern Uganda. The research seeks to provide evidence for rethinking the policy on UPE
and designing a more beneficial integration of productive agricultural skills at the primary
level education in Uganda. The study therefore, contributes to two of RUFORUM’s
thematic areas of engaging with community to strengthen innovation capacity and
knowledge generation; and increasing productivity and enhancing sustainable natural
resource use and management.
Eastern Uganda, Districts: Kamuli and Soroti
Primary school in Kamuli district
Primary school in Soroti district
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