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RUFORUM Weekly  

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

 RUFORUM hosts a team from OCP Africa 

 Community action research project boosts production of cassava bio-ethanol in Apac- Northern Uganda 

 [Issue 9] Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 

 Intra-Africa Academic Mobility Scheme shows results, but challenges persist 

 Event: AAU 4th Resource Mobilization Workshop, 21-24 May 2018, Windhoek 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS  

 Scaling trust and reputation management in cloud services (Oteyo, Mirembe & Nampala, 2016) 

 Implications of the challenges affecting capacity of fish farmer organizations in Dowa and Mchinji districts in Malawi (Njera 
et al, 2016) 

 Local community perspective about challenges affecting farmer organizations. Case of selected socioeconomic 
characteristics of members in fish farmer organizations in central Malawi (Njera et al, 2016) 

 The effect of “here and now” learning on student engagement and academic achievement (Northey et al, 2017) 

 A tale of two communication tools: Discussion‐forum and mobile instant‐messaging apps in collaborative learning  (Sun et 
al, 2017) 

 
 

FEATURED VIDEO: Silage from maize 

 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Grants and Awards  
 TWAS prizes:  

o TWAS─C.N.R. Rao Award for Scientific Research. Honours TWAS Fellows from the Least Developed 

Countries, who have made significant contributions to global science. Deadline: 31 May 2018 

o TWAS Medal Lectures. Awarded to TWAS members, in recognition of their achievements in their fields of 

research. The recipients lecture on a main aspect of their work. Deadline: Open 

o Abdus Salam Medal. Awarded to highly distinguished personalities who have served the cause of science in the 

Developing World. No limit on age, country or field. Deadline: Open 

 The UNESCO-Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). Honours outstanding projects by 

individuals, institutions and organizations related to ESD. Deadline: 3 May 2018 

 Thought For Food 2018 Global Challenge. Open to everyone under the age of 35. Deadline: 4 May 2018 

 (New) TWAS Research Grants Programme in Basic Sciences. For promising high-level research projects in Biology, 

Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics carried out by individual scientists. Deadline: 6 May 2018 

 GODAN (Global Open Data for Agriculture and Nutrition) Action Training Mini Grants. For trainers who would like to help 

build the capacity and diversity of open data users and intermediaries. Grants will be provided for up to eight (8) winning 

training workshop proposals of GBP2,000. Deadline: 7 May 2018 

 USAID grant: Science, Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships in Higher Education Program Agency for International 

Development. Deadline for concept notes: 11 May 2018 

 TWAS Research Grants Programme in Basic Sciences (Individuals). Awarded to promising high-level research projects 

in Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics carried out by individual scientists. Deadline: 11 May 2018 

 TWAS Research Grants Programme in Basic Sciences (Groups). Awarded to promising high-level research projects in 

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics carried out by research units. Deadline: 11 May 2018 

 (New) Fall Armyworm Tech Prize. For digital tools and approaches that provide information to enable smallholder 

farmers and their supporters manage fall armyworm in Africa. Deadline: 14 May 2018 
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 Pitch AgriHack 2018. A competition to support young agricultural entrepreneurs to build viable businesses and boost 

innovation for a more sustainable agricultural sector. Deadline: 21 May 2018 

 African Union Research Grants II Open Call for Proposals 2018 Edition. The call supports research on: Food, Nutrition 

Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA). Deadline: 22 May 2018 

 NORPART call for applications 2018. Funding opportunity for long-term projects between higher education institutions in 

Norway and selected developing countries. Deadline: 31 May 2018 

 SDC calls for proposals on: 1) Innovations in city region food systems and (2) Ecologically sustainable water 

management for food security and nutrition in agriculture and food systems. Deadline: 11 June 2018 

 2018 BCFN YES! Research Grant Competition invites young PhD and postdoc researchers to submit a research project 

to improve the sustainability of the food system.  Deadline: 14 June 2018 

 APSA Challenge Science and Technology – Ethiopia 2018: Technologies for Sustainable Development. African 

scientists working in Africa are eligible to participate.  Deadline: 30 June 2018 

 NEPAD-SANBio mobility grants to support regional and international travel and accommodation for individuals in the 

Biosciences field. Deadline: Open till December 2018 

 WIOMSA Marine Research Grants Programme - Travel Grant. Supports young scientists to present research results at 

various fora. Applications for travel grants can be submitted anytime 

   

Scholarships and courses:  

 (RUFORUM call) PhD Training Opportunities under the RUFORUM Graduate Teaching Assistantship Program. 

Applications will be accepted throughout the year 

 Free e-learning courses from FAO 

 International Training Course on Organic Agriculture: People, knowledge and food systems, 10 July – 2 August 2018, 

Uganda. Deadline: 3 May 2018 

 Master’s and PhD research scholarships at the Africa Center of Excellence in Materials, Product Development and 

Nanotechnology (MAPRONANO) hosted by Makerere University. The scholarship will support research costs for students 

in the fields of Engineering and/or Health Sciences. Deadline: 4 May 2018 

 OFID scholarships 2018/2019. For young students from developing countries to undertake graduate studies in a 

development-related discipline from any recognized university in the world. Deadline: 4 May 2018 

 PhD position at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences on the project Improved disease control by community 

participation - the case of African swine fever in northern Uganda”. Deadline: 4 May 2018 

 JIRCAS Visiting Research Fellowship Program 2018. For researchers in developing countries to collaborate with Japanese 

counterparts in agriculture, forestry, and fisheries. Deadline: 8 May 2018 

 Force11 Scholarly Communications Institute to be held 30 July – 3 August 2018 in San Diego, California. Scholarships 

available for tuition and travel. Deadline: 11 May 2018 

 Ignacy Łukasiewicz Scholarships. Masters scholarships in Poland for recent bachelor’s degree graduates or those in the 

final year of their undergraduate degree in areas including technical sciences, agricultural, forestry and veterinary sciences. 

Open to selected countries in Africa. Deadline: 11 May 2018 

 CODATA-RDA Research Data Science Summer School and Advanced Workshops, Trieste, Italy 2018. There is no 

registration fee. Some support for travel and accommodation is available.  Deadline 21 May 2018 

 GENES mobility grant for MSc and PhD studies in plant genomics. Open to all students from any of the partner universities 

and to students from other African universities. Deadline: 30 May 2018 

 IDRC Doctoral Research Awards 2018. Open to Canadians, permanent residents of Canada, and citizens of developing 

countries pursuing doctoral studies at a Canadian university. Deadline: 30 May 2018 

 MSc and PhD programmes at the Africa Centre of Excellence for Water Management (ACEWM) at Addis Ababa University. 

Limited partial and full scholarships available. Deadline: 30 May 2018 

 CICOPS Scholarships 2019. 10 scholarships for researchers from developing countries to study for a period of 4-12 weeks 

at the University of Pavia, Italy. Deadline: 31 May 2018 
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 (New) School of Data 2018 Fellowship Programme, May 2018 - January 2019. 8 positions available including one each in 

Ghana, Kenya, Malawi and Tanzania. Deadline: 6 May 2018 

 Commonwealth Distance Learning Scholarships to support distance learning Master’s degree courses. Applicants must 

be permanently resident in a developing Commonwealth country. Deadline: 20 June 2018 

 (New) Call for PhD and MSc applications at the Africa Center of Excellence for Climate Smart Agriculture and Biodiversity 

Conservation at Haramaya University. Deadline: 30 June 2018 

 NAWA development assistance for Sub-Saharan Africa. Offers places in higher education institutions in Poland without 

any fees. Deadline: 15 July 2018 

 Sofja Kovalevskaja Award for young research talents. Junior academics of all disciplines from abroad, who completed their 

doctorates within the last six years, are eligible apply. Award winners receive up to €1.65 million each. Deadline: 31 July 

2018 

 Master of Science in Tropical Animal Health offered by the Institute of Tropical Medicine of Antwerp and University of 

Pretoria. Scholarships available for developing country applicants. Deadline: 15 August 2018 

 UNFCCC–UNU Early Career Climate Fellowship Programme. For young people from developing countries. Fellowships 

may last from six months to two years. Deadline: 16 August 2018 

 Early Career Women Scientists (ECWS) Fellowships. For women who have completed their PhDs in STEM subjects and 

are employed at an academic or scientific research institute. Deadline: 31 August 2018 

 UNU-WIDER Visiting PhD Fellowship. Opportunity for doctoral students to utilize the facilities at UNU-WIDER for their PhD 

dissertation or thesis research. Deadline: 30 September 2018 

 Leibniz-Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries Fellowship in Freshwater Science. Fellowships for PhD 

students, postdocs and senior scientists for 6-24 months. Deadline: 1 December 2018 

 Nestlé Foundation grants for research in human nutrition in low-income and lower middle-income countries. Support 

includes grants for Masters and PhD projects. Applications accepted all year round 

 

Calls for Papers  

 (RUFORUM call) Call for research application summaries/extended abstracts and posters for the RUFORUM Biennial 

Conference 2018.  Deadline: 31 July 2018 

 (RUFORUM call) Call for manuscripts: African Journal for Rural Development. Regular articles, short communications and 

reviews accepted. Deadline: Open 

 Call for manuscripts for publication in the Makerere University Journal of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences. Volume 

8(1) is scheduled for publication by the end of June 2018. 

 Call for abstracts for the International Conference on Sustainable Agricultural and Natural Resource Management under 

Changing Climate in Sub Saharan Africa, 16-18 October 2018, Lilongwe. Deadline: 15 May 2018 

 Call for submission of abstracts to the international Congress at the University of Hohenheim, Germany, 5-6 September 

2018. Deadline: 18 May 2018 

 Call for conference abstracts & posters for SciDataCon-IDW 2018 on the theme, ‘The Digital Frontiers of Global Science’. 

The conference will take place on 5-8 November in Gaborone. Deadline: 31 May 2018 

 (New) Call for papers for the 4th Africa Regional Conference on Knowledge Management. Deadline: 15 June 2018 

 Call for abstracts for the International Conference on Sustainability Research and Transformation, 6-8 February 2019 in 

Lüneburg, Germany. Deadline: 30 June 2018 

 Call for abstracts for the 8th Africa Nutritional Epidemiology Conference (ANEC VIII), 1–5 October 2018, Addis Ababa. 

Deadline: 30 June 2018 

 The International Journal of Agricultural Resources, Governance and Ecology, welcomes papers on climate change and 

agriculture, especially from developing countries (Africa in particular) 

 

 

WEBINARS & E-DISCUSSIONS  
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 FAO/ITOCA webinar: AGRIS for Agricultural Information Users, 4 May 2018  

 GFAR/GODAN/CTA webinar: Data and agri-food systems: past, present and future, 10 May 2018 

 

 

JOBS  

 ILRI Consultancy: Sustainable Rangeland Management Project, Tanzania. Deadline: 4 May 2018 

 (New) Executive Secretary at Association for Strengthening of Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa 

(ASARECA). Applicant must be a national of an ASARECA member country. Deadline: 18 May 2018 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Reasonable care is taken to ensure that the information provided in the RUFORUM Weekly Digest is accurate. However, RUFORUM 

does not vouch for the accuracy of information provided on websites to which the digest links. Opinions shared on external sites as well as articles 

published on the RUFORUM blog and website, including editorials, news, comments and reviews, reflect the individual views of the authors and 

should not be construed to be those of RUFORUM or its partners. 
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